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question there is a difference of opinion between the State and
Law Departments. The former confirming our standpoint
that the seizure of the papers was illegitimate and that they must
be returned. The Law Department, on the other hand, holds
that Herr von Igel has been guilty of a legal offence and so has
forfeited his diplomatic privileges. Consequently I get no *
further, and the case is continually deferred. It is to be hoped
that the State Department will soon bestir itself to make a
decision which will, however, in any case, necessitate the recall
of Herr Igel.
" Mr.  Wilson's peace plans are  becoming more  and more
tangible.    The only question is whether he possesses sufficient
authority to force our enemies to agree to negotiations*    Colonel
House is convinced that Mr. Wilson will succeed.    The President
is considering the plan of calling  together a conference at the
Hague, in which the neutrals will only participate so far as the
* Freedom of the Seas * is concerned.    If the project materializes,
Colonel House is sure to take part in the conference, even though
he may not be the official American representative.    His in-
fluence, however, would be sure to be great, for no one else is
so completely in touch with Mr. Wilson's views.    The latter
is still of the opinion that the United States should under no
circumstances  take part in the actual settlement of the peace
conditions.     He and his alter   ego are meanwhile   very   much
afraid that our enemies might remain obdurate, since they are
under the impression, or are trying to spread the impression,
that the President, in opening the peace negotiations, is acting
for Germany.    Certainly England continually  drags this idea
into the discussion.    At one time it is said that Prince Biilow
is coming here to   submit the German peace conditions to Mr.
Wilsoix;  at another, that Germany is on the brink of starvation
and must therefore sue for peace.    We ought as far as possible
to counteract this propaganda of our enemies.     It is to be
hoped that it will not do serious harm, because the peace vote
in America continues to grow and Mr, Wilson can count with
certainty on re-election if he establishes a peace conference.
We shall therefore daily gain ground here so long as we appear
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